Introduction
Bridport lies within the Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB) and Bridport Conservation Area. Bridport Community
Orchard is situated on two sites:
The main site is located in the heart of the town between the River Brit
and South Street, one of the main shopping streets. It is a 0.404 ha site,
known as St Mary’s Church Field.

The second site is a smaller area located at the end of Park Road in
Allington, to the west of the town.

The original site at St Mary’s Church Field (which is designated as an
"Important Space" within the Bridport Conservation Area), garnered
the following statement in 2004:
"It lies immediately north west of St Mary's Churchyard. Once
allotments, the field affords a setting to St Mary's, is in foreground
views from the churchyard, and continues the historic interrelation of
urban and pastoral land uses within the town. Similarly, the rough
pasture and bowling green to the west of St. Mary's Church Field
complement the character and the views to and from it. These spaces
are particularly significant in terms of the link they provide between
the town and river corridor, their association with the net and cordage
industry as former allotments and drying grounds, and the setting of
the listed St. Mary's Church."
[Bridport Conservation Area Appraisal (2004)].
The Bridport Community Orchard site at St Mary’s Church Field is
owned by West Dorset District Council and leased to Bridport Town
Council (BTC). In 2008, a collaboration between BTC, the Bridport
Environment Group and Treewise Cooperative, who provide
professional orchard advice, resulted in the formation of the Bridport
Community Orchard Group (BCOG) to establish an orchard to be
managed according to sustainable principles. For planning and
management purposes, the forthcoming Neighbourhood Plan will be
taken into account once it has been agreed and published.

St Mary’s Church Field

The market town of Bridport has a strong industrial heritage,
particularly from the significant rope and net making industry. The St
Mary’s Church Field site was used as rope drying grounds, and during
the 18th century belonged to the Priory Mill and may have been
gardens or orchards. It later became allotments, and was more
recently used as animal grazing; finally becoming fallow meadowland
with good biodiversity. The site became the subject of planning
proposals for development and the focus of local campaigning to be
retained as a green space. In 2006, it was declared unsuitable for
development and designated as a green space for
community use in the Bridport Local Area Plan. The site is owned by
West Dorset District Council and is leased to BTC.
This site is close to the River Brit and completes the accessible route
from the river walk to the town, and from the housing estate at

Skilling to the shopping streets.
The site boundaries include a Grade 2 listed Saxon wall, which divides
the churchyard from the orchard site (only small parts of which are
considered to be truly Saxon), as well as hedges, wooden fences, a
dry stone wall (the northern boundary that separates the allotments
from adjacent gardens and which contains some mortar), and brick
and stone walls. Access is by foot. Vehicular access (permitted only
by the Town Council) is via the river bridge or via Dr Roberts Close
and gate, which is kept locked.
Neighbours of the site include residential properties, some of which
are managed by Magna Housing Association, the Bowling Club and
green, St Mary’s Church and the shops on South Street.

Jubilee Green

In late 2011, BTC took ownership from West Dorset District Council of
a small open area just below Allington Hill at the top of Park Road in
Bridport. The site has an open view across the town to the south and
east, and is an amenity to be enjoyed by many local people. BCOG
was invited by BTC to take on management responsibility for the site
and plant trees and native wild flowers and bulbs.
The initiative formed part of BTC’s 2012 Jubilee Project, for the
Diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II, and for this reason the area
has been called Jubilee Green.
(More information about Jubilee Green on other pages).

